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Ed Poindexter and Mondo we Langa—In Prison 40 Years
Part IV: The Black Panthers

by Timothy L. Ashford, appeared in The Omaha Star August 11, 2011

As the young black man slowly walked 

down the street in North Omaha in 1964, 

a police patrol car slowly followed him 

until suddenly the flashing red lights 

were turned on. He ran. The cops 

jumped out of the car and chased him. 

After they tackled him, the cops beat 

him furiously until he was bloody. The 

cops arrested the young black man for 

some "questioning."  

In the sixties, the police could 

hold him until he confessed to a crime or 

they charged him with a crime he did not 

commit. The police did not have to read 

him his rights because the Miranda case 

which guaranteed a “suspect” the right 

to remain silent, the right to an attorney, 

etc., etc. would not be decided until 1966

and used by police much later. It 

was logical that a group would form to 

protect the black community from police 

brutality. The Black Panther Party

for Self-Defense (“Panthers”) was 

formed in Oakland in 1966 by Bobby 

Seales and Huey Newton to protect 

blacks from police brutality. The 

Panthers had a national membership of 

10,000 by 1969 and their official paper 

the Black Panther had a peak circulation 

of 250,000.

To counteract a revolution by the 

Panthers, F.B.I. Director J. Edgar

Hoover launched a covert government 

Counter Intelligence Program called 

Cointelpro to destroy and arrest 

members of the Panthers.

The white power structure in this 

country targeted the Panthers for 

destruction by Operation Cointelpro as 

Noam Chomsky wrote in 1973: "A top 

secret Special Report for the president in 

June 1970… describes the party as 'the 

most active and dangerous black 

extremist group in the United States.' Its 

'hard core members' were estimated at 

800, but 'a recent poll indicates that 

approximately 25 percent of the black 

population has a great respect for the 

Black Panthers, including 43 percent of 

blacks under 21 years of age.” The white 
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power structure feared a black messiah 

or leader would lead a black revolution.

(As an 11 year old in Omaha, I wanted 

to grow up to be a Panther.)

The Panthers idealogy “What We 

Want, What We Believe” was part of 

their program to improve “Land, Bread, 

Housing, Education, Clothing, etc.” for 

blacks. They created the free lunch 

program among many other programs. 

Panthers believed in armed resistance to 

police brutality and expressing their first 

amendment right to freedom of speech 

which sometimes resulted in fiery 

rhetoric such as “kill the pigs” referring 

to the death of police officers or by “any 

means necessary” a quote from Malcolm 

X. The Panthers also appeared in force 

and in great numbers in the black 

community whenever a tragic event 

occurred such as the death of a black by 

police officers.

In Omaha, Wopashitwe Mondo 

Eyen We Langa formerly known as 

David Rice (hereinafter “Mondo”) and 

Ed Poindexter emerged as charismatic 

leaders of the Omaha Chapter of the 

National Committees to Combat Fascism 

(NCCF), which was an arm of the Black 

Panther Party.

In 1970 Poindexter was deputy 

chairman of the NCCF and Mondo was 

deputy minister of information. The 

NCCF worked with other community 

organizations in Omaha as part of the 

Panthers. 

  Poindexter grew up in North 

Omaha one of three children born to 

Edward and Virginia Poindexter.  After 

he graduated from Omaha North High 

School in 1962, he served in the military

as a medical aid man and a mechanic. 

Poindexter, who is described as 

extremely intelligent, is a natural born 

leader who likes all sports and he likes to

read.  Poindexter was a former delegate 

to the Democratic Convention in 

Chicago. He is a former member of the 

board of directors of the North Omaha

YMCA. He attended Catholic Church 

and Catholic schools as well as a 

Methodist Church.

During his leadership in the 

NCCF, the F.B.I. and the Omaha Police

targeted Poindexter and Mondo, just as 

they targeted Panthers across the United 

States, for arrest in operation Cointelpro 

because of their strong political beliefs. 

Poindexter and Mondo were

some of the many Panthers who decided 

to dedicate their lives to defending the 
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black community against police brutality 

and racism. Poindexter and Mondo have 

been in jail since they were wrongfully 

convicted on April 17, 1971 in the 

murder trial for the  August 1970  

bombing death of  Omaha Police Officer 

Larry D. Minard, Sr. Both deny any 

involvement in the crime. Both were 

sentenced to life in prison for first-

degree murder. Both men were arrested 

as part of Operation Cointelpro. 


